Correlation between MR image characteristics and histological features of acoustic schwannoma.
We retrospectively studied 21 cases of histologically proven acoustic shwannomas with an emphasis on the correlation of their magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) findings and histological features. All cases were of low signal intensity in the T1W MRI. In the T2W MRI, 9 of them were of homogeneous high signal intensity (Hom-HSI-T2) and 12 of them were of heterogeneous high signal intensity (Het-HSI-T2). The cases of Hom-HSI-T2 were generally associated with capsular enhancement, and were usually cystic tumors with high vascularities and mainly Antoni A tissues. On the contrary, the cases of Het-HSI-T2 were generally associated with homogeneous enhancement, and were usually solid tumors with low vascularities and various tissue components.